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FOR THE PLOUGH BOY. 


Search the Scriptures— 


—Try the Spirits. SOHN. 


Mr. Henry Homespun, jr. 





Though no man can gainsay the ability or the 
fidelity with which you discharge the arduous | 
duties of your station ; yet neither can any deny | 
that Deacon Mnason is also well qualified to dis- 
cuss matters and things in his line of business :— | 
Wherefore, we bave deemed it superfluous to of- | 
fer any further apology for sending you the sub- | 
stance of one of his Catechetical Lectures, as | 
follows : 

Jesse, (said Deacon Mnason to bis son, who, || 
after supper, had taken up the Plough Boy, and 
had just finished reading the Annual Address of 
the president of one of the Agricaltural Socie- 
ties,) did you observe any thing incorrect in that 
gentleman’s allusion to Biblical History ? 

Jes. It strikes me, father, that the Scriptures 
do not represent Elisha the son of Shaphat to 
have employed twelve yoke of oxen asa team 
for one plough. 


Dea. M. Do yow recollect the verse from. 


which he draws that inferer ve ? 

Jes. 1 think 1 do.—So he departed thence, and 
found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plough- 
ing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, himself 
with the twelfth.—1 Kings, xix. 19. 

Dea. M. How do you understand the passage ? 

Jes. The words seem very plainly to imply, 
that Elisha had twelve separate teams in the field, 
and that he was ploughing with the twelfth him- 


self. 


Dea. M. Doubtless, my son, you are right. | 


But might not the gentleman have found some 





struments in those days ? 


jtelated i in the 21st verse.—And he took a yoke of 


Ate they did eat. 
_ to imply that no other fuel was used but the in- 


of a doubt. 


dauzhters, who had just thrown down her knit- 
:ting, and was approaching the file of Plough Boys) 


fer the clumsy construction of agricultural in- 
Jes. Perhaps it might be inferred from what is 


oxen, and slew them,and boiled their flesh with the 
instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, 
For I think these words seem 


struments of this one yoke of oxen which was 
slain. 


Dea. M. Perhaps it may ; | think yours, how- 
ever, is the most obvious construction. 


Eveline, (said the old gentleman to one of his 


please to look for that No. which contains cousin 
Henry’s last essay in vindication of the Fair. 

Ev. That is the essay, I believe, in which he 
publishes my license to preach, is it not ? 

Dea. M. Yes, my dear, and that is the subject 
to which I wish to call your attention. How are 
you pleased with your license ? 

Ev. Why you know, dar father, that the fe- 
male tongue is proverbially fond of employment, 
yet for my part, I dare not forego the precepts 
of St. Paul for the opinions of the wisest man up- 
on earth. 


Dea. M. But St. Paul, in addition to. the cir- 


I know not, however, but this may admit , 
, tion of the Scriptures ? 





cumstance of his living in a barbarous age, you 
will recollect that it was before the wane of 


the pride of Roman arts:and_ arms was rising in 
strength and splendour—and when female educa- 
tion was carried as far, perhaps, as ever it has. 
been since :—but I say in additiom to this unto- 
ward circumstance, he was debarred the enjoy- 
}ment of conjugal bliss with which cousin Henry 





other circumstance in this chapter, whence to in- y's favoured ; may we not, therefore,suppose him 
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to have been incapacitated to judge of this 
matter ? 

Ev. I think I prefer leaving it to wise men to 
reason thus. For I remember that my father 
has always taught me to consider the word of Paul 
as the word of God ; and it becomes us to say— 
Let God be true and every man a liar. 

Dea. M. The Sacred Canon is, doubtless, di- 
vinely inspired. But how do you understand 
this? What do you mean by the divine inspira- 


Ev. * Such a complete and immediate commu- 
munication, by the Holy Spirit, to the minds of 
the sacred writers, of those things which could 
not otherwise have been known; and such an 
effectual superinieadency, as to- those particulars 
concerning which they might otherwise obtain 
information, as sufficed absolutely to preserve 
them from every degree of error, in all things, 
which could in the least affect any of the doc- 
trines or precepts contained in their writings.” 

Dea. M. Yes,.1 think that is correct. And 
with such views, when I consider that Paul, who 


} was in a solemn manner declared, from on high, 


to be: a chosen vessel, has said—Let your women 
keep silence in the churches ; for it is. not permitted’ 
unto. them to speak ;—And if they will learn any 
thing,.let them ask their husbands at home, for it 
is a shame for women. to speak in the church. And: 
again—Let the women learn in silence with all sub. 
jection, But I suffer not a woman to.teach, nor to: 
usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence ;, 


Grecian literature and refinement’s sdiptcigteadi 4 and that he has given the reasons’ for these in- 


Sj anctions—* “or Adam was first formed, then Fae, 


And Adam was not deceived, but the woman 
deceived was in the transgression ; 1 confess I am 
unable, on human principles, te account for the 
epposition he meets with. 

The Bible, (continued the olf gentleman, ) ag 
I have frequently assured you, is the most inva- 
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hich we enjoy. In comparison | 





not worth a feather. Yet multitudes seem de- 
termined to run the whole round of literature, 
before they will cultivate an acquaintance with 
the words of Wisdom ; and thus it happens that 
many of them become confirmed infidels, without 
ever examining the ground of the Christian’s 
hope. Among these we rank Lord Byron. 


you repeat, my daughter, that passage form. his || 


Childe Harold, wherein he displays his ignorance 


in‘an allusion to the history of Cain ? 
Ev. “ It is that settled, ceaseless gloom 
The fabled Hebrew wanderer bore ; 
That will not look beyond the tomb, 


: . ee ee 
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. : : ‘ple trees reured in this country, those which 
with this, all the other books in the universe are | i bie bh a 
have grown the largest, and attatued the great- 


est age, have been irom seeds brought fiom En- 
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It is said that of the ap- 





cither side of that line. 


ropes if'so, itis case serving to iustrate the 
advantages of frequent changes of seed.” 

A civcumstance aluost peculiar to this species 
of tree is, that it is generally, but with many ex- 
ceptions,an alternate bearer, [tis said, howe-. 
ver, that this peculiarity will net be found so ge 

neral when the trees are planted out ia the fall: 
It is supposed that the alternate bearing is caused 
by suficring the young tree to bear too much at 
first ; thet this so exhausts it as to render it una- 
ble to bear tie next year ; but that from thi pe- 
riod of rest it becomes so much recruited as to 
be enabled to bear too large a crop the third, and 
of course disabled for bearing the fourth year, 








But cannot hope for rest before.” 


Dea. M. This shows us, very plainly, that | 
these men attempt the overthrow of the glorious | 


fabric of revealed religion, without ‘once testing 
the nature of the Rock on which it is founded. 
Tt may be very justly doubted, however, whether 
the gospel, or civil society, has half the injary to 
fear from these persons, that it has from those 
who disseminate the adulterated instead of the 
pure word: 


that, 
“* of all the arts sagacious dupes invent, 
To cheat themselves and gain the world’s assent, 
The worst is—Scripture warp’d from its intent.” 


Although, in the main, we cordially agree with 
the old gentleman, it may not be amiss.to men- 
tion, on the subject of barbarism, &c. that it is 
very generally conceded, that the highest refine- 
ment of the age to which he refers, or of any 
other since creation, was darkness whén compa- 
red with the still strengthening, still unfolding 
blaze of the present day. His argument, how- 
ever, remains good. We have not much doubt 
that the ladies of those times, received compara- 
tively as much attention as do those of the times 
in which we live. PHILOTHEORUS, 





Apple Tree. 





FOR THE PLOUGH BOY. 


There are several distinct species of this tree, 


For I agree with the immortal poct, 


and thus it becomes confirmed in the habit of al 
ternate bearing. ‘I'he means of preventing. this 
habit are two fold ; first, by-a suitable reduction 
‘of the number of its bearing limbs, so that it shall 
eb have enough left whereon to bear too great 
la burthen ; and, secondly, to take off part of the 
| young fruit, as soon as it is shaped, and continue 
this for succeeding years, but less each following 
year, till its habit of yearly bearing is contirnied. 
'Fruit trees should never have too many limbs, 
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drove into the ground, in a slanting direction, 
and the next year the new trees will become 
bearers. 





It is suid, however, that the life of trees, form. 
ed iu this way, will always be determined by that 
ofthe parent stock ; and if tivis be the case it will 
be advisable to take limbs for the purpose from 
young thrifty treey; which may be done’as sod), 
as their characters for yearly bearing, and quafi- 
ty and quantity of fruit, are known. 

Where ecions are taken from yearly bearers, 
and grafied on limbs of trees which are alternate, 
the scions will also be alternate in their bearing, 
because the habit of the tree prevails in this case; 
but it is believed that where such scions are 
gvafied, close to the ground, on young stocks, as 
soon as they are fit for the purpose, the habit of 
the scion will prevail, and the tree will be a 
yearly bearer. This is a point of importance, 
and ought to be particularly ascertained, , 

It is mentioned by a late British writer, as a 
fact well ascertained, that by making a selection 
of the finest and largest seeds, taken from the 
south sides of the finest apples, growing on the 
south sides of trees, most valuable for their good 
qualities, and planting such seeds only for form- 
ing the nursery, a variety of trees will be there- 





| lest the trees become exhausted by the quantities 
‘of fruit they bear ; and the limbs are taken off 
| with much less injury to the trees while they are 
| smalJ than when they have attained considerable | 
maturity. 

It is well known that seeds of apples produce 
trees bearing fruit of an infinite variety in taste, 
quality and quantity ; and that some ofsuch trees, 
from their being naturally yearly bearers of large 
quantities of the best sorts of iruit, are of ten 
times the value of others. It is, therefore, of the 
utmost importance that the best trees, wherever 
found, should be cultivated for rearing others of 
the same kinds, and this is to be effected in 
three ways: by the Chinese method of forming 
new trees from the limbs of others ; from slips 
or cuttings, and by engrafting. We shall here 
describe the first of these methods. 

The Chinese select suitable limbs, which can 
| be spared from the tree, and cause roots to grow 
out from these at such places as are best adapted 
for forming the new trees. The roots are made 
to grow in the following manner: at the places 
intended for them the bark is taken off for the 
length of about an inch ; round these places glo- 
bular bodies are formed of loam, say, of 6 inches 
diameter, and these are kept to their places by 
encompassing them with tow, old rags &c. tied 
round: a vessel, filled with water, is then to be 








by brought forward nearly or quite as valuable 
\for ther good qualities as those from whence 
ithe sceds were taken. This is conformable to 
‘the plan of Mr. Cooper, (of New-Jersey,) of im- 
proving the breeds of plants from the seeds, and 
is certainly well worthy of trial. 


Apple trees which are not in a thrifty or bear- 
'ing state, may be greatly improved by carefully 
stripping off all the bark from the bodies, and for 
suitable lengths up the large limbs ; the opera- 
tion to be performed at the time of the summer 
solstice. ‘Lhe incredulous may rest assured that 
this is successfully practised in Pennsylvania. A 
new bark quickly forms round the inner coatings 
which enclose the wood ; care being taken that 
these, while thus exposed, be not injured by cat- 
tle, or otherwise. 


This tree is liable to be injured by sheep eat- 
ing off the bark, which may be. prevented by 
plastering the bodies with a mixture of fresh 
cow dung and water. The same remedy is to 
be observed where the trees become liable to the 
depredations of the birds commonly called wood- 
peckers. J. N. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE PLOUGH Boy. 
Sir, 





such as the common apple tree, (P'yrus malus,) | 
the crab apple tree of this country, the pear tree | 
and the quince. Whether the Virginia crab is | 
another distinct species, or whether it is the Ev- | 
ropean crab, from which our common apple is | 
said to have descended, we are not particularly | 
informed. We shall, at present, merely speak | 
ef the common apple tree, leaving the others to | 
be noticed in their proper places. 

This tree delights in a warm, fertile, dry, mel- 
low soil, and will grow better even in a-soil 
that is light and sandy than in a strong stiff clay. 
In this country, it will generally be found best a- 
dapted for about North latitude 38, and cannot be 
cultivated to advantage, beyond seven degrees on 


A gentleman has just been telling me of a man- 
ner they have in his family of using Indian corn. 
Perhaps it is new to you, and may be useful.— 
He takes corn in its green state, in the wilk, when 
it is fitto eat ; boils it—then cuts the corn from 
the cob ; spreads it out on a table cloth, and 
dries it in the sun. Put it in bags, and you may 
have it all the year round, as delicious when 
boiled again, as when it was first pulled from the 
stalk. I am fond of green corn, but do not like 
what in the south they call hommony ; I there- 
fore think ita very valuable recipe. 


placed over each of these, so contrived that the 
water is constantly dropping on them, in order to 
keep them sufficiently moist, and the vessels are 
to be replenished as they become empty. Ina 
short time roots will start out from the limbs, a- 
bove the places where the bark it taken off ;_ and 
when these have grown out to the surfaces of 
the masses of earth, these are to be carefully 
taken away, the limbs sawed off below the roots, 
and set out immediately where they are‘to grow. 
This operation is to be commenced about the 
middle of September ; the new trees to be set 
out the same fall ; to be well secured from being 


IW. J. 
shaken by the winds, by tying each to stakes 


_ New-York, March, 1820. : 
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FROM THE AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER. 
Hemp and Flax. 


Mr. Povtson, 

I have recently received from an intelligent 
Agricultural Correspondent in ngland, the en- 
closed small, but extensively useful work, ** on 
AN IMPROVED METHOD OF CULTIVATING AND PRE- 
paring HEMP & FLAX.” I shall present it to 
our Society for promoting Agriculture, and request 
its usual attention to a subject highly proimotive 
cf the object of its institution. But | have deem- 
ed it best, in the mean time, to circulate in your 
paper, the information the little tract contains. 
If other printers, and especially of papers edited 
in the counties of our State, wherein Flax and 
Hemp are abundantly cultivated, would be pleas- 
ed to publish it, they would perform a merito- 
rious public service. If our Legislature should 
pitronize and duly encourage, a plan proposed 
by the Philadelphia Agricultural Society, (and 
favourably noticed and recommended in a late 
Message of the Governor,) for establishing Agri- 





HINTS 
To Magistrates, the Clergy, and Parish Officers, on 
the advantages of setting to work the labouring 
poor, &c. on an improved method of cultivating 
and preparing Hemp and Flax, as now estab- 
lished in the prisons and workhouses of the me- 
tropolis. 
Addressed, by permission, to the Board of Ag- 
_ ticulture, by W. Sactseury, author of Hints to 
the Proprietors of Orchards, Cottage Garden- 
ing, &c. Kc. 


“* The advantages ofemploying Prisoners of all descriptions, 
on the plan of Mr. Salisbury, is of so much importance, as to 
deserve the highestconsideration. The Sheriff cousiders it an 
excellent employment for all Gaols.” 

[Report of the County Goal of Devon, 1819:} 


To the Right Hon. the Board of Agriculture. 
My Lonvs ann GENTLEMEN, 


The efficieat measure you have adopted to ex- 
cite attention to the subject of Employment for 
the Poor, and the honourable reward you have 
bestowed on my late essay, have induced me to 
lay before you the following treatise, which will 





cultural Societies in each county of our State ; 
combining the important subject of domestic or | 
household manufactures, with their other patrio- 
tic duties ; the publication would be highly wor- | 
thy the regards and influential exertions of such | 
societies ; and thus the reluctance of individuals | 
in the introduction of untried or apparently. ha- | 
zardous experiments, wonld be overcome. The | 
Machines could readily be imported, and multi- | 
plied to any extent required, by our workmen. 
A sufficient description could be given of them, 
to enable a good mechanic to make them. _ Les, » 
who claims to be the first inventor, was much op- | 
posed and thwaried by prejudice, and the selfish- | 
ness of those employed in the old modes of pre- | 
poration. He was obliged to resort to Workhou- 
ses, §c. to prove the efficacy and superiority of, 


} 


his machines, which are, however, simplified, | 
and much improved, by his rivals. My sole ob- 
ject is, to test the value of the English mode, by | 
our own experience—the only satisfactory proof. | 

Every Farmer would find his account in using | 
the sm.ll machines ; and those on a blirger.con- | 





struction, being portable, would accommodate |, 


several neighbouring farms. I havesome Hemp 
and Flax prepared inthe machine. The Flax | 
particularly, is a decided proof of every thing 

said in relation to it, in the condensed account of | 
it ziven in this little tract ; although it was dres- | 
sed by a gentleman unaccustomed to labour, who | 
had never before worked (if he had ever seen) ' 
the machine. The tract centemplates only | 
coarse goods ; yet the finest thread can be spun | 
from Flax thus dressed. My sample feels as} 
soft as Cotton or Merino Wool. When this 
mode of preparing the Hempand Flax, after a 
fair and well conducted trial, is introduced, and 


detail the success of the same since it has been 


reduced to prictice. 


Many kinds of work that have been introduced 
into asylums for the Poor are attended with mani- 
fold objections, as by mulfiplying the stock of 
many articles in too large a degree is often found 
to interfere with the usual labours of the’ more 
industrions and more deserving, whereby such 
are wholly or in part deprived of those means of 
existence which alone keep them above the level 
ot pauperism. Many thousand acres of rich land, 
the surfice of which has never been broken, are 
to be found in the different counties, and a heal- 
thy population of halfa million, either starving 
for want of work, or kept at the public expense ; 
while we are beholden to the industry of other 


|| countries for many of the necessary articles of 


' life. 


The only source from whence we may 
hope to remedy this evil, is in extending onr ag- 
riculture in such productions, and in adopting 
such systems of tinprovement in rural and domes- 
tic economy, as the experience of the present 
age has so very eminently developed. 


‘These traths [ presume will be manifested by 
the subject treated of in the following pages, and 
in illustration of the practicability ofsuch a mea- 
sure [ have delivered to the Board Room a small 
portable Flax machine, together with specimens 
of Flax, Yarn, and Cloth, that were wholly pre- 
pored by persons never accustomed to such la- 
bours before. The establishment of such em- 
ployment-as far a3 possible to every class of our 
numerous poor, will operate as a means of les- 
sening crime, and of making the inmates of our 
prisons and poor houses, a source of wealth to 
the nation, instead of the enormous burthen to it ; 
as they are at present. 





our farmers experience its almost incomputable 
economy and usefulness, they will find, that a 
more estimable New-Year’s Gift, could not be 
presented to. them. 

Your obed’t serv’t, 


fanuary 1, 1820+ 








RICHARD PETERS. |) 


Lam, with the greatest respect, 
| Your Lordship’s most obedient 
And very humble Servant, 
W. SALISBURY. 
Brompton, Feb. 22,1819. 
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HiNTS 
On the advantages of cultivating and preparing 


Hemp and Flax. 

Flax of which linen cloth is fabricated, is a fi- 
brous substance found in the bark of a plant, that 
is cultivated in certain parts of this country, the 
demand for which is much greater than the pro- 
duce, andin some seasons the importation has 
amounted to millions sterling. 

The properties which constitute good Flax con- 
sist in the fibre or harl being fine, of considera- 
ble length, and clearly separated fromthe wood 
and other parts of the p}ant ; accordingly as these 
points approach perfection, so is the article en- 
hanced in value, which is found to vary at diffe- 
rent times from sixty to one hundred pounds per 
ton. 

English Flax is equal in goodness to Foreign, 
but great objections are made to its growth, in 
consequence of the difficulty of preparing it for 
the markets, but such is now entirely obviated by 
an improved method of treating the crop, and 
which renders it of great interest at this time, as 
its culture may be established with considerable 
gain by the farmer, 2nd its after management per- 
formed with success in all places where num- 
bers of persons are congregated, as goals, work- 
houses, schools,&c. by which we may at once em- 
ploy the above capital at home, and at the same 
time, as we thereby extend the agriculture, it 
will offer employment for many thousands of all 
descriptions. 

Lands that are calculated for barley will pro- 
duce good Flax, and it succeeds extremely well 
on fresh broken up pasture, or waste lands ; 1 
have seen some samples of Flax, and seeds which 
were grown by Sir ‘F. Tyrwhitt last season on the 
Forest of Dartmaor, 1100 feet above the level of 
the sea, the crop and produce were both equvl to 
any | have everseen: the land was fresh broken 
up and manured with 30 bushels of lime peracre, 
the same ground was €ropped again in August 
with Rape, and a finer crop was never grown than 
it is at this time. The seeds of Flax are sown in 
April and the crop is usually fit for harvest in July. 
As socn as the seeds are formed, but while they 
are yet green and soft in the capsules, the crop is 
pulled from the ground ; it must be particnlarly 
noticed, that ifthe plants are left to grow till the 
seeds are ripe, the fibre is too coarse to make 
fine linen. 

The operation of separating the fibre, is usually 
managed by a destructive and wasteful process 
attended with mach loss of time and expense, 


} which is greatly saved by the new process, and 


in order to explain this, the following contrast is 
drawn. 








Common Preparation. 

As soon as the crop is pull- 
ed up the whole is taken to 
vonds or streams of water, ia 
which it is immersed tll by 
fermentation the woody parts 
are decaved and the fibre or 
harl is set free. In conntries 
where water is scarce it is laid 
on the land. and left for many 
weeks to the influence of the 
cain. and autumnal dews, till 
the same object is attained. 

The above method of ex- 
tracting the fibre, effectually 
destroys all the other useful 
narts of the plants; nothing is 


saved which affords fodder for, 


Improved Preparation. 

The crop. after pulling, is 
tied up in sheaflets, about 
four inches in diameter, and 
set up on end till dry. In this 
way the seeds, although net 
ripe when pulled from the 
ground, will come to a good 
state of maturity. and are of 
considerable value for feeding 
cattle,. and in some seasons 
such are fit for sowing. ~ 


T have often known from 
four to fourteen bushels of 
seeds thus saved from an 
acre of Flax, and the chaff of 
which there is yielded a large: 
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animais, nor any return made 
w the land in shape of ma- 
hure; and an unwholesome 
efluvia which arise there- 
trom, is productive of a most 
detestable nuisance to the 
surrounding neighbourhoad. 

From these circumstances 
the growth of Flax is entirely 
prohibited by many larided 
proprietors, 


The decomposition of the 
unripe seeds and other parts 
‘of the plants, by this putre- 
factive process, has been 
found at all times to impart 
‘to the water a strong colour- 
ing principle, from whence 
the fibre receives an almost 
indelible stain, which after- 
wards renders the process of 
bleaching necessary. ‘This is 
well known to be highly de- 
structive to the staple, and has 
given rise to the present com- 
plaints of much frish linen, 
as in order to render the pro- 
cess quicker in operation, 
chemical means are used 
which while it facilitates the 
whitening, destroys the tex- 
ture and staple of the cloth. 

The different operations of 

of watering, drying, prepar- 
ing and bleaching, has gene- 
rally taken from twelve to fif- 
teen weeks,the whole of which 
processes are attended with 
great uncertainty, waste and 
damage to the materials. 


In 1788, the legislature of- 
fered a bounty for encourag- 
ing the growth of Flax in Eng- 
land, on the score that * the 
“supply from abroad was 
“* very precarious, and that it 
‘‘was a natural object to en- 
‘courage its growth and ma- 
*‘nufacture, and by the re- 
**turns made of the crops, it 


‘(was found that the average ~ 


“* produce was forty siones, or 
* five cwt. per statute acre.” 


quantity, also affords exce:- 
Jeut fodder for horses or sheep 
The fibres are extracted by 
breaking the plant iu a small 
yortable machine, which can 
at once be fully accomplished 
by persons of either sex, if 
capable of any degree of la- 
bour. The chaff made thus 
from the broken wood, is 
found to contain one-fifth the 
gluten and nourishment of 
oats, and is eaten by horses 
with avidity. 

When the fibre is first de- 
tached from the stem it is of 
a yellow colour, but by the 
application of water, and a 
smnall quantity of soap, it may 
be quedo completely white; it 
being preserved thus in its 
native state, and not subject- 
ed to any process that can 
deteriorate its strength, the 
cloth made from Flax when 
prepared in this method, is of 
the best and strongest texture. 


na AS 


ship with the following report, in order that its 
several advantages may be made known. 





a 


The time required for the 
urposesof breaking the Flax, 
Sokting. spinning, washing 
the yarn, and weaving, is 10 
more than a few hours in re- 
gular succession. By this 
method Flax may be taken 
from the field and rendered 
through all the processes ne- 
cessary to make it into a gar- 
ment in the space of three 
days. 

The produce of an acre of 
Flax plant dried, is usually 
two and half tons, from which 
one-fourth or one-fifth of fi- 
bre is obtained, i. e. from ten 
to twelve cwt. per acre. 


The same method is made use of for the pre- 

















‘‘ In obedience to tie order of your Commit- 


tee, Ihave employed six men and a boy in pre- 


paring Flax. ‘lwo ewt. of the plant was weigh- 
ed and delivered, and the persons began work 
every day at nine o’clock and left off at four, 
having one hour for dinner time, and the above 
was completed in thirty six hours, producing 
twenty five pounds twelve ounces long Flax, 
twenty six pounds twelve ounces Tow, and one 
hundred and four pounds Chaff.” 

‘* The Flax and Tow are sent to Newgate, to 
be spun into thread.” 

Signed, T. TEAGUE, Governor 

of the House of Correction. 
To the Kt. Hon. the Lord Mayor, &c. 





The following statement will show the value 
of the labour of the persons thus employed, and 
also the expense of machinery, for enabling the 
persons in any establishinent to be set actually at 
work. 


lb. oz. l. s. d. 
Two cwt. of Flax cost 11s. , 25 12 Long Flax, 
4d. 1s. ‘ aS Se 
6 men and 1 boy employed 3 | 26 12 ‘Tow, at x 
1-4 days each, at the rate Sd. ; . 0 6 512 
of 10 1-2 hours per day. 104 0 Chaff, 02 6 
1 man hackling same time. se: ob PR a eT 9 
1.113 11 1-2 





When the above is spun and washed the produce 
will be as follows. 
‘ lb 








paration of Hemp, and which may be manage 
equally well by the dry way ; but that article 
being scarce, my experiments have been confi- 
ned to Flax alone. It will be seen that an im- 
mense sacrifice is made of useful produce in seed, 
chaff, and fibre, by the practices of watering and 
dew-rotting Flax. The whole of which is saved 
by the improved method of extracting the fibre 
in the dry state, and in estimating the advantages 
of the latter mode of preparation, we are pre- 
sented with a new system of occupation for the 
rural population, by which we shall be able to 
teach them the best methods of earning their 
livelihood, founded on the most rational system 
ot domestic economy, that of being able to com- 
pete with the foreigner in Flax, Yarn, and Cloth, 
of a very superior fabric to any hitherto brought 
to the murket. 

The Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen be- 
ing impressed with the idea, that the preparation 
of Flax would form an useful employment for 
the Prisoners contined in the City Gaols, a con- 
siderable quantity has been prepared, and many 
pieces of useful and superior cloth have been 
pa entirely of their manufacture ; and I 

ave accordingly been presented by his Lord- 


4 lL. s. d. 
15 women or children’ will,;.22 Flax Yarn, at 
spin Flax and Tow at the Is.6d. —. 113 0 
same time. 22 Tow Yarn, at 
8d. : . 014 86 
427 8 


When the above is wove into Cleth, the following 


result will be produced. 
oe | 
4 men or boys weaving for , 30 yards of very 
three days and one quar- strong cloth, cal- 
ter. culated for sheet- 
ing, or for coarse 
shirts, atIs.6d. 2 56 0 
24 yards coarse do. 
made for covers 
for straw beds, at 
10d. : ; 


2 boys or girls winding the 
same time, 


10 0 


13 5 0 

Thus a material of the cost of eleven shillings 
and four pence, may be converted, by the labours 
ef persons for whom at present there is no em- 
ployment, and increased in value to 3/ 5s. in the 
production of an article so very generally in use, 
that there is always a much larger demand, than 
this country could heretofore supply. 

From the above calculation, it will also ap- 
pear, that the produce of five acres will keep 
the above twenty-eight persons in lucrative em- 
ployment for nearly twelve months. The coarse 
Flax may be converted into cloth for their own 
domestic purposes, and the finer kind taken to 
the market for sale. 

It is by no means necessary that a manufac- 
ture of this nature should be carried on to the 
making cloth in every place. The above expe- 
riment is detailed in order to show with what 
comparative ease the whole can be effected, at 
the same time it would find a ready market 
either as Flaz in its first state—when dressed for 











spinning—in the shape of yarn— or when made 
into cloth. pele 
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The following implements will suffice for car 
rying on the above works through the dilierent 
Stages. 


| #6 Flax Machines 12 12 0 will employ 6 men. 
2Hackles 48 0 ditto 1 man. 
115 Spinning Wheels,15 0 0 ditto 15 women or chi{- 
dren, 
4 Looms complete 32 0 0 ditto 4 men or boys. 
2 Reels, 116 0 ditto 2 children. ~ 
1.65 16 90 28 persons. 


A calculation of the Produce and the Expense of 
an Acre of Flax. ’ 











Expenses. Produce. 
Rent, taxes, and 1 1-2 tons Flax 
tythe, ‘ 124 0 0 Plant, at 105s, pr. 
Ploughing, 015 0 ten, 113 2 6 
Harrowing, ; 010 © | 12 bushels seed, 6 6 O 
3 bushels seed, 10s, 98 bushels chaff, at 
6d. A ‘ 111 6 : ; 290 
Weeding, 010 O* pests Tae 
Pulling ine crop, 1 0 0 2117 G 
Stacking, . ge ge 
Thrashing 12 bush- 
els seed, at Is. 012 0 | Deduct expenses, 9 8 6 
L9 8 6 | Profit, 2 9.0 
RETROSPECT. 


When we reflect on the great number of per- 
sons who itre maintained by the parishes, and the 
baneful effect that such a system has on the ri. 
sing generation of the poor, so forcil:ly depicted 
in the numerous reports to Parliament, and so 
sensibly felt in the expense of the poor rates, the 
mind 13 at once impressed with an idea of the 
only eflicient remedy, namely, that of wholesome 
and productive employment. The only means 
by which such can be accomplished, to a very 
considerable extent, must be by increasing our 
Agriculture, and rendering the necessary articles 
of general use more plentiful. 

Professor Pallas and other writers observe. 
that the Flax and Hemp, which are grown and 
exported by Russia, are prodaced by the labours 
of the. peasantry, in their small allotments of 
ground attached to their dwellings—and which 
after being dressed in the winter by their fami- 
lies, are purchased by merchants who travel from 
St. Petersburgh and other towns for that pur- 
pose. Ard 

The advantages nbove described are sufficient 
to induce farmers to enter on the culture of Flax, 
but there has always prevailed an opinion to its 
prejudice, namely, that it is an exhausting crop ; 
in order to ascertain how far that is correct, I 
have made inquiries, and find * Sir T. Tyrwhitt 
has grown a fine crop of Rape after Flax ;’”’ In 
Dorsetshire ** Wheat is often sown after Flax ;” 
and in Sussex ‘a person has found his land 
“as little exhausted after Flax as from the 
*‘ growth of any other heavy crop; drilling and 
‘¢ hoeing the crop 4s certainly a great means of 
‘** benefiting the Flax, as well as supporting the 
‘* staple of the land.” 





FROM THE AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER. 


Hemp and Flax Machines. 


Mr. Povuxson. e 
I was favoured, on the first of January last, 





ee ee 





*An annual rental of one pound, is also charged for the 
Flax Machines; these are sufficiently portable to be lent to 
cottagers, at their own dwellings. The author will undertake 
| for the supply of the necessary Machines, or any quantity of 





l Flax, if persons will inform him of the numbers inteaded to be 


employed, provided orders are sent in proper time. 


No. 49._ 
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by your publishing the information I sent to you, | 
respecting the Machines for dressing and pre- 

paring temp and Flax, in the dry method. [| 
cominunicated this information to our Philadel- | 
pua Society for promoting Agriculture, and a} 
committee is appointed on the subject. But I 
think efforts should be made by others, in assis- 
tance to any measures the Society may think 
proper to adopt, for procuring either the Ma- 
chines, or working models ofthem, trom which 
they may be made here. ‘To enable those who 
are desirous of obtaining them, to know to whom 
they may direct application to be made in Lon- 
don, 1 have copied from the Farmers Journal, of 
the 18th October, 1819, the’ following advertise- 
ment. What ditliculties, if any, there may be, 
in exporting the Machines from England, I know 
not, bat! have taken measures to obtain the re- 


quisite information. 
RICHARD PETERS. 


eee 


EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR. 


** Messrs. Bunny & Cany beg leave to submit 
their newly invented Flax-dressing and prepar- 
ing Machines, to the attention of the Guardians 
of the Poor, and the public, designed to give pro- 
fitable individual employment to Parish Paupers, 
and to the poor in their own houses. ‘These 
Machines are simple and durable, occupying no 
more space than a Spinning Wheel, and equally 
portable, being easily. worked by young boys, 
girls, or elderly people ; who may earn their own 
livelihood, by breaking Flax from the stem, ei- 
ther upon the dry system, or after being dew-rot- 
ted. Upon the dry system, these machines will 
be found most effectual ; preserving the whole | 
length of the fibre, without injury, in a state of| 
riband, entirely divested of the wood, and a great 
portion of the gluten. After the fullest trials. to 
hackle, spin and weave, flax, in the raw state, 
without discharging the gluten, Messrs. Bundy & 
Cary confidently recommend bleaching the tibre 
before Spinning, when ina state of riband, from 
their breaker which is easily effected by the 
common simple process of washing with soap and 
water only ; giving valuabie and profitable em- 
ployment to women in work houses, or at their 
own cottages ; for which work, plain instructions, 
in the peculiar mode of Messrs. Bundy & Cary, 
will be given to purchasers of these machines ; 
or persons may be fully satisfied in that branch, 
at the Factory, Sands-end, King’s road, Fulham, 
where individuals sent by Parishes, will be in- 
structed in the breaking and preparing of Flax. 
‘These Machines may be seen at Mr. Gascotcne’s 
Agricultural Agency Office,73, Cornhill, London: 
to whom orders are requested to be addressed, 
and of whom, or of his assistant, Mr. Fisner, 
every information may be obtained. Price of a 
Mavhine rive Gyincas.* A numberofthe Ma- 
chines may be hired for twelve months certain. 

«© N. B. Orders must be accompanied by refe- 
rence in London, for payment ; all letters of in- 


quiry, must be post paid.” 


# This Machine is sufficient for Farmers. It will be seen in 
the former pub’ication, that for the employment of 23 persons, 
in preparing tho Flax, and weaving into cloth, the expense of 
all the materials, will amount to 465, 16s. sterling. 

See the Vili and IX numbers of Tae Journar or Sciences 
ano tHE Arts, ecited atthe Roval Institution of Great Britam, 
wol. V. for an account of Lee’s & Hill Bundy’s Flax Machines. 

















Re-p<inted at New-York. and sold in Philadelphia. 





Agricultural Chemistry. 
No. XXXVI. 


BY HUMPHREY DAVY. 


Of urine. 


Amongst excrementations, animal substances 
used as manures,urine is the one upon which the 
greatest number of chemical experiments have 
been made, and the nature of which is best un- 
derstood, 

The urine of the cow contains, according to 
the experiments of Mr. Brande, 


Water - - - - - 65 
Phosphate of lime - - - 3 
Muriates of potassa and ammonia, - 15 

. = e 6 


Sulphate of potassa 
Carbonates, and potassa, and ammonia 4 
Urea a 
The urine of the horse, according to Fourcroy 
and Vauquelin, contains, 


a - - = 





Of carbonate of lime — - ae 
carbonate ofsoda -— - - ) 
benzoate of soda - eS pe ABS 
Muriate of potassa —. - Sip ae 
Urea - - - - - 7 
Water and mucilage - - 940 


[263] In addition to these substances, Mr. 
Brande found in it phosphate of lime. 

The urine of the ass, the camel, the rabbit, 
and domestic fowls have been submitted to dif- 
ferent experiments, and their constitution have 
been found similar. In the urine of the rabbit, 
in addition to most of the ingredients above men- 
tioned, Vauquelin detected gelatine ; and the 
same chemist discovered uric acid in the urine of 
domestic fowls. 

Human urine contains a greater variety of con- 
stituents than any other species examined. 

Urea, uric acid, and another acid similar to it 
in nature, called rosaic acid, acetic acid, albumen, 
gelatine, a resinous matter, and various salts are 
found in it. 

The human urine differs in composition accor- 
ding to the state of the body, and the nature of 
the food and drink made use of. In many cases 
of disease there isa much larger quantity of ge- 
latine and albumen than usual in the urine ; and 
in diabetes it contains sugar. ' 

It is probable that the urine of the same animal 
must likewise differ according to the different na- 
ture of the food and drink used ; and this will ac- 
count for discordancies in some of the atalyses 
that have been published on the subject. - 

Urine is very liable to change and to undergo 
the putrefactive process ; and that of carnivorous 
animals more rapidly than that of graminivorous 
animals. In proportion as there is gelatine and 
albumen in urine, so in proportion does it putrify 
more quickly. NAAM 

[263] The species of urine that contains most 

ei albumen, gelatine and urea, are the best 
as manures ; and all urine contains the essential 
elements of vegetables in a state of solution. 

During the putrefaction of urine the greatest 
is part of the soluble animal matter that it contains 
destroyed : it should consequently be used as fresh 
as possible ; but if not mixed with solid matter, it | 
should be diluted with water, as when pure it | 
contains too large a quantity of animal matter to } 











form a proper fluid nourishment for absorption 
by the roots of plants. 

Putrid urine abounds in ammoniacal salts ; arit4 
though less active than fresh urine, is a very 
powerful manure. 

According to a recent analysis published by 
Berzelius, 1000 parts of urine are composed of 


Water - - - - - 935 
Urea - : - - - gat 
Uric acid - : - - - 1 
Muriate of ammonia, free lactic 

acid, lactate of ammonia and } 17.14 


animal matter 

The remainder different salts, phosphates, sul- 
phates, and muriates. 

Of the excrements of birds. 

Amongst excrementitious solid substances used 
as manures, one of the most powerful is the dung 
of birds that feed on animal food, particularly the 
dung of sea birds. ‘The guano, which is used to 
a great extent in South America, and which is 
the manure that fertilizes the sterile plains of 

[264] Peru, is a production of thiskind. It ex- 
ists abundantly, as we are informed by 
M. Humboldt, on the small islands in the south 
sea, at Chinche, Ilo,Iza, and Africa. 50 vessels 
are laden with it annually at Chinche, each of 
which carries from 1500 to 2000 cubical feet. 
[t is used as manure only in very small quanti- 
ules ; and particularly for crops of maize. I 
made some experiments on specimens of guano 
sent from South America to the Board of Agri- 
culture in 1805. " It appeared as a fine brown . 
powder ; it blackened by heat, and gave off strong 
ammoniacal fumes ; treated with nitric acid it af- 
forded uric acid. In 1806 M. M. Fourcroy and 
Vauquelin published an elaborate analysis of gu- 
ano. They state that it contains a fourth part 
of its weight of uric acid, partly saturated with 
ammonia, and partly with potassa ; some phospho- 
ric acid combined with the same bases, and 
likewise with lime. Small quantities of sulphate 
and muriate of potassa, a little fatty matter, and 
some quartzose sand. 

It is easy to explain its fertilizing properties : 
from its composition it might be supposed to be 
avery powerful manure, It requires water for 
the solution of its soluble matter to enable it to 
produce its full beneficial effect on crops. 

The dung of sea birds has, I believe, never 
been used as manure in this country ; but it is 
probable that even the soil of the small islands 
on our coast, much frequented by them, would 
fertilize. Some dung of sea birds brought from 
a rock on the coast of Merionethshire, produced 
a powerful but transient effect on grass. It was — 
tried, at my request, by Sir Robert Vaughan at 


Nannau. . 
The rains in our climate must tend ve- 
[265} ar 
ry much to injure this species of manure, 
where it is exposed to them, soon after its depo- 
sition ; but it may probably be found in great 
perfection in caverns, or clefts in rocks, haunted 
by cormorants and gulls. lt examined some re- 
cent cormorant’s dung which I found on a rock 
near Cape Lizard in Cornwall. It had not at all 
the appearance of guano ; was of a greyish white 
colour ; had a very feetid smell like that of pu- 
trid animal matter : when acted on by quicklime 
it gave abundance of ammonia ; treated with ni- 
tric acid it yielded uric acid. 
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From Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine, for December, 1819, 
, y ' a] as A 
LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INTELLI- 
GENCE. : ved 

System of Geography.—That rude compilation, 
known under the title, Guthrie’s Grammar, was for many 
years the only English work on geography. Pinkerton, well 
nown as an antiquarian, at the suggestion of some London 
bouksellers, uudertook the compilation of a work on geography. 
He succeeded in constructing a popular and mixed system of 
Geography, far superior in accuracy and extent of information 
toany hithertaypublished in the English language. But we 
want a purely scientific system) of geography, freed from all to- 
pographical details and extraneous discussions. However 
great the merits of Pinkerton’s work are, still it cauvot be con- 
sidered asa scientific and pure philosophical system of geo- 


graphy. Although we do not pretend to be able to point out a }}. 


Satisfactory plan for such a work, yet we think that attention 
to the following arrangement may assist in its execution.—A 
purely scientific geography should contain no political geogra- 
phy ; and the absurd natural history geography, so much the 
fashion on the Continent. particularly in France, must be re- 
jected. —The first grand division of the work might be arrang- 
ed in the following manner :~ 
1. General Physiognomy of the Earth’s surface. 


- oa cctremsat —— ee 





2. General Meteorology. 
3. General Hydrography. 
4. General Geology. 
5. General Geography of Plants and Animals. 
6. General Geography of Man. 
ag second grand division to be arranged in the following 
eraer :— 
1. Divisions of the Globe into grand natural districts. 
2. Description of these districts in the following order ; 
a General Panoramic View. 
b Developement of the various forms, connexions, &c. of 
Mountains, Valleys, and Plains. 
c Descriptions of Springs, Rivers, and Lakes. 
d Geology. 
e Climate. 
f As connected with Climate, distribution of Animals and 
Vegetables. Sy 

Having premised this general description of the: district, we 

might next describe very shortly the individual parts or provin- 
ces of the district, without however interfering with strictlv to- 
pographical details, and without losing sight of the grand plan 
of the work, which is to communicate. a physical representa- 
tion of the globe and its inhabitants. Lastly, we must be 
careful so to arrange the details, that they may appear as con- 
sistent parts of a grand whole. 

Dr. Barclay’s Anatomical. Plates—We have 
seen and examined the first Number of a beautiful series of 
anatomical plates, published by Dr. Barclay, lecturer on ana- 
tomy in Edinburgh. The plates of the series, which represent 
parts of the human frame, are beautifully executed ; but the 
figures which have particularly arrested our attention, are those 
of objects of comparative anatomy, and these certainty display 
great mastership both in the painter and the engraver. We 
cannot, however, help expressing our regret that Dr, Barclay, 
who has devoted so many years to the successful cultivation of 
comparative anatomy, should have enriched this work with 
so few observations, and the more particularly, as we know 
from our studies underthis able teacher. the store of original 
dissections in comparative anatomy which are in his portfolio. 

The Human Race, divided’ according to their 
Religious Professions.—Estimating the population of the whole 
earth at a.thousand millions, the following is. an enumeration 
ef them according to religious profession, 


1. Christians 175,000,000 
2. Jews, (exaggerated) 9,000,000 
3. Mahomedans 150,000,000 
4, Heathens, &c. 656,000 000. 





‘% 1,000,000.000 
Chesnut Wood used in Tanning and Dying.— 


@hesnnt wood has recently been successfully applied to the 


purposes of dying and tanning, thus forming a substitute for | 


jogwood and oak bark. Leathertanned by it i¢ declared by | 
those who have made the experiments, to be superior te that | 
tanned with oak bark; andin dying, its affinity for wool js 
ga'd to be greater thay» that. of either galls or shumac, and 
eonsequently, the die given more permanent. I[t also makes | 
admirable iuk.. ‘ : 

Splendid Work on Mammiferous- Aaimals.—A 
splendid work is now publishing in Paris, entitled The Natural 
History of #lammiferous Animals; with original figures, pain 
ted from living animals. The authors are, M. St. Hillaive, 
profesor of zoology in the Museum of Natural History, &c. 
and M. Cuvier, superintendant of the Rayal Menagerie. 

Four numbers have appeared in folio with six plates to each 
aumber. No othercollection butthe musevm presents such an 
assemblage of circumstances favqurable to the undertaking, 

The text in these. numbers is by M. Cuvier. Thirteen of 








represent animals that have never been portrayed. “The ce- | 
scriptions embrace what is known relative to the exterior or- 
gans, and the use made of them, with that degree of intelli- 
gence which is peculiar to the individual. The females and 
the young are accurately described; and every circumstance 
connected with the reproduction of the species iscarefully no- 
ted. Particulars of this kind are fully detailed with respect to 
the Mouffion of Corsiea, the Macako of Buffon, the Maki with 
a white forehead, and the Stag of Louisiana. 


He PLOUGH BOY. 
ALBANY : SATURDAY, May 6, 1820. 
Soard of Agriculture, 
In Genera, Committee, 
Friday, March 3, 1820. 
On motion, Resolved, ‘That the Secretary dis- 
tribute the seeds belonging to the Board among 
the county Societies, and to intelligent and ex- 
perienced Agriculturists, at his discretion ; ob- 
serving, however, in the distribution to the So- 
cieties, as near as may be, the rate of proportion | 
by which the bounty of the State is distributed 
to the said Societies, in and by the act, entitled 
‘¢ An act to improve the Agriculture of this state” 
passed April 7th 1819. 
A copy, S. SOUTHWICK, See’ry. 




















Orrice oF THE Boarp or AGRICULTURE, 
No. 67, State-street, May 1, 1820. 
| The Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, | 
respectfully informs the Presidents or Correspon- | 
: : hag 
ding Secretaries of those county Societies who 
have not received their proportion of the seeds, | 


mentioned in the foregoing resolution, that the | 





| same is ready for delivery, and it is hoped that’ 


they may be sent for by the first opportunity. | 
Among the seeds is a small quantity of Werte- 
raviaAN Barney. This has just come to hand, | 
and no time is to be lost, if it he sown this season. | 
Letters addressed to the Secretary, directing | 
how the seed may be sent, will be immediately | 


attended to. 
The Editors of Newspapers throughout the | 


state will please to insert this notice, for the good | 
S. SOUTHWICK, Sec. 


ELKANAH WATSON’s 
History:of Internal Improvements, &c. is ready 
for delivery to subscribers at the several Book-| 
stores. ‘There is a part of this work which may | 
become the subject of controversy ; of this we. 
do not wish to be understood as expressing any 


of the public. 














res renresent animals well known: three belong ta spe- 
gies which have been drawn from subjects not living, aud eight 
oN. 





opinion ; but independent of this the work con- | 
tains interesting facts, werthy of preservation ; | 
and we doubt not that Mr. W’s. long kabours in 
the canse of Internal Improvement will ‘insure 
him an impartial hearing, and that the opinion of | 
the community will do justice to the merits of the 


work, and the useful labours of the author. 





BURDEN’S PLOUGH. 
We cheerfully comply with the request of Mr. 
Burnex, in giving publivity to the following let- 
ter; and we have added for the benefit of the 
public an engraving of Mr. Burden’s Plough, ta- 


ken from his own delineation. 
Mr. Sovruwick,. 








serve. some remarks on my Plough, by R. 
of New-York. His path obese ‘are Setisdhy 4 
correct. Wilkie’s and Small’s Ploughs I am wel} 
acquainted with ; the former of which | have 
constructed and used in Scotland upwards of hee 
years. My Plough is all iron, except the beam 
and handles. It is nota copy of Wilkie’s, Small’s 
nor of any other Scotch or American Plough. It 
would be superfluous now to attempt a particular 
comparison in print. If any persons wish to con- 
vince themselves of the fact, they may have an 
opportunity of seeing them on the farms of the 
following gentlemen, viz. Dominick Lyncu, Esq. 
West farms, near New-York; Puiu I. Scuyiep 
Esq. Rhinebeck, Dutchess Co. Jacop R. Var 
Rensseraer, Esq. Claverack, Columbia Co. §S. 
Van Renssevaer, Esq. President of the N. York 
Board of Agriculture, Albany ; S. Van Rensse- 
‘LAER, jun. Esq. Albany ; and a number of gentlemen 
in the counties of Montgomery, Herkimer, Onei- 
da, Oswego, Onondaga and Jefferson, and in 
Richmond, Virginia. 

1 am, dear sir, very respectfully, 

Your most obedient servant, 


HENRY BURDEN. 
Utica, May 2, 1820. 
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Fremisn Huspanpry.—Domestic Spirits, 
The third letter on Flemish Husbandry, by Mr: 
Georce Houston, is on file, and shall appear in 
our next, The writings of this gentleman are 
too interesting, not to command the serious at- 
tention of our agriculturists. But it is not to ag- 
riculture alone, that he devotes his attention.— 
From the following communication, it: appears 
that Mr. Houston is engaged in an enterprise- 











In your last number of the Plough Boy, I ob- 


calculated ta promote the American manufacture 


are 
rea 
the 
try 
inc 
nw 
Sp 
the 
als 


ia] 


No 49. 
of an article which is greatly and in fact too ex- 
tensively used; for we are not friendly to the 








But since thev ere used 


. 


use of ardent spirits. 
se generally, it is of vast importance to the 
health of the consumers, that they have them in 
the highest possible state of purification. 


Domestic Spirits. 
[cOMMUNICATED FOR THE PLOUGH BOy.| 

A successful mode of discharging the impur- 
ties from our common distilled liquors, has, for 
some time, been pursued by Mr. Houstun of New- 
York. Nocharcoal or alkaline salts are used 
in the operation, which renders the liquor so 
mild and pure that it may be used in two or three 
days after going through this new process. ‘The 
Gin in particular, manufactured by Mr. Houston, 
acquires in three months, all the qualities of age 
and richness of flavour, which a whole year 
scarcely produces upon our best domestic gin. 
Many of the best judges have given it the pre- 


ference to Hollands ; while it is now advertised 


for sale, No. 166 Duane street, New-York by the 
single gallon at the low rate of 56 cents. The 
following letter upon the subject from Dr. 
Mitcuecey has appeared in the New-York papers. 


To Mr. Houston, Duane street. 
New-York, 13th April, 1820. 

I believe with you, as expressed in your note of the day be- 
fore yesterday, that a quantity of filth and venom, which 
would terrify if kuown, is received into the stomachs of those 
who drink common distilled liquors. They are to be consi- 
dered as unclean and wicked spirits, tormenting sorely, and 
sometimes to madness and ruin, the individuals who are pos- 
sessed by them. ; 

It appears to me, that your method of removing the foul and 
empyreumatic taint from alcoholic productions, 1s an admira- 
ble imitation of the method by which nature separates foreign 
and adventitious substances from water. As I understand 
your mode of working, the ordinary spirit of the distilleries is 
subjected to operations of the very same kind; so that the 
disagreeable and deleterious matter with which it was origi- 
nally impregnated, is separated and left behind; while the 
spirit escapes clean and fit for use. 

Such an analogy would be the strongest recommendation of 
your practice, was not the quality of the spirit you prepare a 
better criterion. Of the excellence of this, | am led from 
theoretical consideration to form a favorable opinion. My 
experience in the consumption of the article not warranting 
me to dictate to Jong established dealers, I do, notwithstand- 
ing, venture to observe, that the Gin and other spirits prepar- 
ed by you are peculiarly worthy of trial by traders and drink- 
ers; and, when once fairly known, | am persuaded their puri- 
ty and flavour will be their best recommendation. : 

Be good enough to accept my wishes that the pubic may 


fav r exertions to suit it. 
geen ihe SAMUEL L. MITCHILL. 


—- 


We have received a small quantity as a speci- 
men of Mr. Hovston’s purified gin... It is only 
three months old ; and take the liberty of invi- 
ting dealers in that article, who are good judges, 
to call and taste it at the office ofthe Editor, in 
State Street. 





a 


Weekly Summary. 


By the latest accounts from Washington we 
are informed that the Spanish minister announced himself 
ready to ratify the treaty, subject however to the late grants of 
the king bis master. By these grants, the whole of the coun 
try, which had not been formerly conveyed in small tracts to 
individuals, was conveyed to two or three favourites of Ferdi- 
nand. On these terms, evidently fraudulent on the part of the 
Spanish king, it appears that the president rejected, not only 
the treaty, on the terms offered by the Spanish minister, but 
also the minister himself- -and that he is about to return home 


A member of congress, ina letter to his friend 
in Philadelphia, says “ the tayiff bill will pass our house by a 
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large majority, the auction bili with bat little upposition, aud 
the cash bill on imports with modifications, cularging the cre- 
dits a little.” 

A salutary law has been passed by the legisla- 
ture of this state, at the Jast session, for preventing the sacri- 
fice of real property whew sold on execution. The debtor has 
12 mouths given bam fo redeem the estate after such sale, pay- 
1g au interest of 10 per ceut. on the amount the property sold 
for. If the debtor neglects to redeem, others of his creditors, 
in succession, have the right to redeem the property, until the 
demands of each are satisfied, if the estate is sufficient for the 
purpose. Suitable provision is also inade inthe mean time for 
preventing any waste being committed by the debtor, while he 
remains in possession. 

The new steam-ship, Robert Fulton, sailed 
from New-York on the 25th ult. on ber first voyage for New- 
Orleans. to tove) at Havana in her way. A party of several 
hundred ladies and gentlemen, of the former city, went down 
in her as far as Sandy Hook, and returned in the steam-boat 
Counecticut, which accompanied the ship thus far. The com- 
mencement of the running of this packet between the two 
cities, an event calculated, as it were, to shorien the distance 
one-half, has excited considerable interest in New-York. 

The Detroit Gazette contains the proclamation 
of the president of the United States, announcing that 18 town- 
ships of land will be offered for sale, in the Michigan territo- 
ry, in July next. The tract in question is about 25 miles 
above Detroit, and in quality is said to be equal to any in the 
United States. A post office has already been established 
there, at a village called Pontiac, laid out on the waters of the 
Detroit river. ‘This tractof country affords excellent situations 
for northern farmers. An addition to the settlement of 200 
families is expected during the ensuing summer. The climate 
of that part of our country is very pleasant, and more uni- 
form than in the Atlantic states. Winter usually commences 
there about the middle of December, and spring about the 
middle of March. The least price these lands areto be sold 
for is $1 25 per acre, in cash. 

The Democratic Press, of Philadelphia, says 
that ** Books are now open in this city to receive subscriptions 
for cuttipg a canal to connect the waters of the Delaware and 
the Rariton.”” But it seems the editor is apprehensive that 
this intended artificial river will prove injurious to that city by 
affording an opening for some of the products of Pennsylvania 
in the market of New-York. 

From North Carolina we are informed that the 
United States’ board of engineers were exploring the coast of 
that state, with a view of erecting fortifications, &e. as well as 
of improving the navigation of the waters issuing out of the 
Albemarle and Pamlico sounds. A particular object of inves- 
tigation seems to be whether the Roanoke inlet cannot be 
again re-opened. This inlet was the one through which. Sir 
Walter Raleigh entered with his ships, when the first seitle- 
ment in North America was made by him on Roanoke island. 
Many of the inlets on that sandy coast have been gradually 
filling up. 

At Alexandria, Va. the fisheries have been so 
productive this season that shad were selling at $2 a hundred, 
and herring froin 50 cents to $1 a thousand. 


FOREIGN. 
A duty of 7s. 8d. per ton has been laid on all 


plaster of Paris to be exported from Nova-Scotia. 

From St. Thomas, late accounts hav@’ been 
received at Baltimore, that Morillo had laid an embargo at 
Carthagena and Porto Bello, for the purpose, as was supposed 
at St. Thomas, of enabling himself and his forces to leave the 
continent and get to Havanna or elsewhere. 

The ship Mexico, of Baltimore, was Yost on 
the coast of France, near Calais, in the beginning of March 
last, and twenty-five vessels, belonging to other nations, were 
driven ashore there.at the same time. Accounts from the En- 
glish coast, opposite Calais, state that the gale had produced 
similar effects in that quarter. 

William Cobbett bas announced himself a can- 
didate as a representative in parliament for the city of Coven- 
try. He calls on his political friends for pecuniary assistance 
to effect his election, informing them that /. 709 is necessary to 
be advanced for the purpose. He pretends to think he can do 
much in effecting a reform of parliament if made a member of 
that body. 

In the counties of Roscommen, Galway, Xc. 
in Ireland, the insurgents, denominated ribbonmen, still as- 
semble in such cotisiderable force that the government troops 
have not as yet been-able to subdue them. 

From St. Domingo we learn that president 
Bover as is announced in his proclamation, has completely 
quelled the insurgents in bis dominions were headed by general 
Gomax: apprehensions were however entertained that a new 
war would soon break out between Boyer and his_rival Chris- 
tophe, and that the former had a well disciplined force, ready 
for action, of 25,000 men, 


On the 4th March, Thistlewood, and seven 
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It other conspirators, after a Gnal examination before the privy 
! council, were sent to the tower, iu Loudoun, ou a charge of lugit 
j treagon. 

A singular occurrence is mentioned in the 
| Gerinan papers as having taken place at Bevin. Daring the 
j late carnival at that m: tropolis, @ mMacked ball was given ins 
the theatre, wien four persons, masked, enics . the roopr, 
| bearing a colin, which was set down in a corner, and the bear- 
| €f8 DuxtS Wit the compauy presently disappeared. On ex- 
amining the couteats of the coffin it was found to contain a 
very exact likeness, in wax, of the king of Prussia, which bad 
the appearance of being stabbed several times with a poignard, 
and a bloody dagger was found in the cofia. The autiors of 
this transaction remained unknown. 

From Canton we learn that the Chinese mani- 
| fested much uneasiness at the appearance of our frigate, the 
Congress, at that place. They kept a vigilant watch of her, 
by theic armed c.att, and several times ordered captaio Hen- 
ley to depart, to which he however paid no regard. 

A Paris paper says, that ‘a letter from Vien- 
na, from a confidential source, informs us that the congress, 
overpowered by the influence of intelligence, and the force of 
opinion, has acknowledged, in rinciple, the right of all the 
German people to enjoy the benefits of representative govern- 
ments, and the liberty of the press.” Temporary restrictions 
are however supposed to be necessary, in baler that the public 
scntiment may become gradually prepared fir a more liberal 
state of things. It will be well if those who govern in Europe 
keep equal pace with the governed in the march of genius and 
the — of man. In Saxony the censorship of the press is 
confided to professor Beck, who is represented as a man of ex- 
tensive science and liberal views. 

In the parish of Aiglish, near Kilkenny,*ia . 
Ireland, lately died Theodore O'Sullivan, one of the lasi of the 
frish bards, at the age of 115 years. This man, in his time, 
Was conspicuous as one of the minstrels of that country, a pro- 
fession now nearly or perhaps quite extinct. It is stated that 
he finished his earthly career while in the field sowing oats ; 
and what is extraordinary, if true, that he suddenly expired 
just at tne conclusion of singing one of t) - sttineal onan of 
his country, and of his own composing. 

Of Bonaparte, one of the last British accounts 
is, that “* his majesty’s brig Nautilus anchored at Port Royal, 
Jam. on the 28th Feb. in 32 days from St. Helena, at which 
time he was in perfect health.” Dr. O’Meara, however, gives 
a different account—he says that the liver complaint, a disease 
very prevalent in that island, is firmly fixed on the vitals of 
the ex. emperor—of course that he will probably soon be free 
feom his imprisonment. The 9th vol. of the memoirs of Na- 
poleon is now published in Philadelphia. 

Louvel, the assassin of the duke de Berri, is 
treated, in his confinement, in a manner equally severe in 
its nature as that of Damien, a former assassin of one of the 
Bonrbon family. Damien, it will be remembered, was extend- 
ed on a bed of stecl. Louvel is fastened with irons to the 
wallof his prison, somewhat in the manner that the English 
confine some of their fruit trees to the walls of their gardens; 
his legs, body and arms are fixed to the wall by iron bars, and 
his neck is secured in the same manner. In this situation he 
is merely allowed food and sleep sufficient to support life. 

From Egypt we learn that the great canal of 
Romanic is finished. The water of the Nile was let into it on 
the last day of December; an event that was witnessed, as is 
stated, by the whole population of Alexandria. . 

The U. S. frigate Constellation lately arrived 
at Norfolk from the city of Buenos Ayres, and the command- 
ant, captain Morris, gives the following account of the state of 
affairs in the provinces of Buenos Ayres, Cordova, Curgo, 
Tucuman and Salta. These provinces have hitherto been 
confederate, and Puerreydon was placed at the head of affairs. 
Local dissentions, however, have, in agreat measure, dissolved 
the confederacy. Puerreydon has been driven from his place, 
the provinces have each their legislatures, and mavage their 
concerns separately, but still with united effect in opposing the 
Spanish royalists. ** No danger was however apprehended to 
the real prosperity of the republic from these changes; on the 
contrary it was thought from each assuming a share of respon 
sibility in the government, that the permanent interests of the 
great republic would be benefitted.” The number of inhabi- 
tants in these provinces is estimated at 2,000,000. 

By the last accounts from Havanna, the people 
of that place, having just received the news of the success of 
the revolution in Spain, were holding rejoicings on that auspi- 
} cious event. The yovernor of the place joined in the general 
sentiment. 


~~ ——2- = -+-- eee 8. eB dw ee 


-— 








OBITUARY. 

DIED]—At Worcester, Mass. about the 6th ult. the hon. 
LEVI LINCOLN, formerly attorney-geneval of the U. States 
and more recently Jieutenant-governor of that state.—On the 
15th ult. CHARLES K MALLORY, Esq. collector of the cus- 
toms for the port of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va. and formerly 
lieutenant-governor of that state. 
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Per From ‘To Remarks 
D. C.ID. ‘ 
ASHES, Pot,-------+-">- Ton }:05 Dull. 
—— Pearl --------++- 105 * 
BEEF, Mess ------+--+-° bbl} 9 75 
—— Prime-----*-*-- - 8 & 
Cargo----**--°° G 25 
BUTTER, first quality - - - - - lb 12 
————— for exportation’ - - - - ) 
CANDLES, mould-------- 1¢ 19 
Dipped ---+----- 17 
Sperm.------+-+-- 44 45 
=n WAS cs - ee ss ee 60 
CHEESE, American - - - - --- 6 7 
CHOCOLATE, New-York - - - 18 25 
———— Boston, No.1. - --- 18 25 
—————.- Albany - ------ 20 25 
DOMESTIC GOODS, . . 
———— White shirting- ---- yard 14 18 
———— Brown do------ 12 13 
wwe 3-4 cCheck8 - - - °° °° 16 18 
aque Fo GQ ere -e2* 21 22 
ate 4-4 dO --°-°-°> 24 27 
—— Stripes esecc3eoe” 16 18 
Plaids ---*++--+-°- 16 20 
Bed-ticks - ------> 28 36 
Chambrays --+--- 14 15 
FEATHERS ------*-**° Ib 56 68 
FISH, Dry Cod -----+-°--> cwt | 2 50) 2 87} 
scale ----+*-*-- | ean 
Pickled Cod ---+---+-- bb] | 3 50; 4 
scale ----*-7°*°° - 
Salmon .----+--+-+°7°° 15 
—— Fall mackrel No. 1 --- 725) $8 
oan No. ---+-- 5 50) 6 
cll No.3 ---- 450) 5 
—— Southern shad No. 1 --- 5 50, 6 
Connecticut mess shad - - 10 50; 11 
ae ierringg 5 ¢ o* ee" 2 50) 3 
PLAN Cs oe" eel sal es vt" i 16 e ~ 
AX-SEED, clean - - - -jcask 5 
ir rough - - - ° 12 13 
LOUR & GRAIN - - + + - 
= New-York superfine - fbbl.| 4 75 
-—— Philadelphia. - - : 5 37 
—— Baltimore - - . 5 37 
— Richmond - - . : 5 25 
—  Middlings, fine - - 3 75 
«ow RyeGour,-  *-..-°. ° 2 87} - 
—— Indian meal - . - 3 3 25 
cain in hogsheads 800 | 15 50) 17 
~—— Wheat, North River bus. 94 
— Southern, new 1 03 
—— Barley . . 65 68 
——! Oats . . . . 32 34 
GLASS, Amer. 7by 9 ~ box | & 
e 8 10 - . 10 
- 10 12 12 12 
GLUE 4 . . Ib 12 13 
GUN-POW DER, Amer. 25lb| 5 6 
- Cannon 6 6 50 
HAMS, Virginia é ; Ib 10 12 
—  NorthRiver’ 9 1} , 
HEMP, Water rot ; Ton None. 
Dew rot . ‘ rn 150 Scarce 
HOGSLARD ‘ ‘ lb 9 
HONEY. . ‘ m ‘ 15 16 
HOPS Istand2d sort . ‘ 6 g 
TRON, American . . {Ton} 85 90 
LUMBER, Boards, oak Mft | 18 
North River pine . 16 17 
Yellow pine. 18 20 
Albany pineb’ds . vie. 18 
—— Scantling, pine . Mft | 14 15 
— eee oak . . 25 
-— Oak timber ‘ ‘ sd. ft 20 25 
———_—- Shiugles, cypress « - {1000}; 4 
—— -_ pine e . a 3 56 
—__——- Staves, pipe . A = 
ee Rs 6 os 43 
——— os» bbl . e 8 22 
— ROhbhs ‘ 25 
——— Hhd heading. . . 50 
——_ = hoops . . 25 30 
OIL, Linseed : : - fgalj 1 
PLAISTER of PARIS . ;: te : dias 
IRK, Cargo. e ‘ ‘ > § 
Wr: Gane. fs 11 50) 12 
Mess . ° . ; 13 re 14 - 
P White 4 . e b Si ! 
atin Brown . ‘ . ° Bs pt. 
Bees, white. . 
bale lo 311 32 


yellow. .  . 
New-York, April 29, 1820, 
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THE CHRISTIAN. A 

The Christian possesses a great advantage in the contemp a 
tion of nature. lie beholds unity in the midst of variety. He 
looks round on the changing scenery, and in every leaf of the 
forest, every blade of grass, every hill, every valley, and every 
cloud of heaven, he discovers the traces of divine benevolence. 
Creation is buta field spread before him for an infinitely vari- 
ed display oflove. ‘This isthe harmonizing principle, which 
reduces to unity and simplicity the vast diversity of nature ; 
this isthe perfection of the universe. It clothes in moral glory 
every object we contemplate. The Christian may be said to 
hear the music of the spheres. He hears suns and planets 
joining their melody in praise to their benignant Creator. His 
ear is tuned to this heavenly harmony. His soul is love. 


THE HUSBANDMAN’S SONG. 
*Midst yellow crops of waving grain 
My God, i raise the humble strain ; 
These spicy gales, how soft they blow, 
How sweet the murm’ring waters flow : 
Yonder blue sk.e>, how bright they shine, 
How rich their tints, and how divine ! 
Earth groans beneath her pond’rous load, 
The bounty of a gracious God. 


What unbelief my heart betray’d, 





H 








When | beheld the tender blade! 

My throbbing bosom heav’d with fear, 
° Lest aught should taint the golden ear, 

But mercy kept the precious grain, 

Nor suffered man to toil in vain; 

Bade the soft gales breathe gently forth, 

And curb’d the fury of the North. 


Wake ev’ry soul! with rapture sing 
The praises of our bounteous King ; 
For lo! the God of Nature pours 

In eaith’s soft lap his golden showers. 
See where the loaded boughs appear, 
See Eschol’s vine transplanted here ; 
And Canaan’s fruits luxuriant grow, 
While streams of milk and honey flow. 


Jesus ! the smiling scene around 
Owns not a spot of barren ground ; 
So shall my soul, ifthou be there 
Fruits of the finest Navour bear. 

Sow the blest seeds of grace divine, 
And thou, dear sun, arise and shine ; 
R yp the crop, new strength impart, 
And reap a harvest in my heart. 


COAL NOT OF VEGETABLE ORIGIN. 

In the Wernerian Memoirs, it is siid that com- 
mon coal is an original chemical deposit, and 
therefore is not formed from vegetables. This 
opinion, which is fully warranted by the geo)ogi- 
cal relations of coal, bas been further confirmed 
and illustrated by the experiments of John, of 
Berlin, and of Doctor ‘Thompson, of Glasgow. 
Dr. Thompson, we understand, has planned and 
executed a most beautiful and interesting series 
of experiments on the different coals of our coal 
fields, from which it results, that coal is essen- 
tially different from vegetables, whether in their 
perfect or altered state ; and also possesses 
characters very different from those which vege- 
tables exhibit when exposed to heat in close ves- 








Mechanics’ and Farmers’ Bank. 
PSHE stockholders of this bank are informed 


thata dividend of 3 per cevt on the capital stock for six 
months, will be paid on or after the first day of May next. 


By order of the board, 
THOS. W. OLCOTT, Cashier. 
Aibany, April 15, 1820. 





Sale of Land for Taxes. 


State of New-York—Comptroller’s Office. 
UBLIC Notice is hereby given, that lists o1 


certain lands liable to be sold for taxes, have bee: forward. 

ed to the several counties in this state, in order to be deposited 
in the several county treasurers’ and town clerks’ offices, re- 
spectively, for the information of all persons concerned ; and 
that the said lists may be examined at either of the said offices, 
at all reasonable hours: And notice is hereby also given. that 
on Thursday, the seventh day of October neat, at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, at the capitol, in the city of Albany, anc¢ on 
the next succeeding days, I will sell at public avction to the 
highest bidder, so much of each lot, piece or parcel of land 
mentioned and described in the said lists, as will be necessary 
to pay all taxes, interest and charges now due, or that may 
grow and may be due thereon at the time of sale 

The conditions of sale will be, that the puichasers within 
forty-eight hours after the sale pay the purchase moneys and 
receive certificates of their purchases; and that after the expi- 
ration of two years from the date of their certificates, they re- 
ceive conveyances for the lands purchased by them respective. 
ly, unless the owners, or those claiming to be such, of the lands 
so purchased, shall, previous to the expiration of the said two 
years, pay to the comptroller, for the use of the said purchasers, 
their heirs and assigns, the amount of the purchase moneys, 
with interest, at the rate of twenty per centum per aunium.— 
The lands sold to be subject to all class of the state thereon, 
And in caseany land to be purchased at the said sale and that 
may be conveyed in pursuance thereof, shall at the time of 
conveyance be in the actual possession and occupancy of any 
person or persons, the title of the purchaser shall then and in 
that case be subject to the stipulations and provi-ion» of the 
fifth section of the act, entitled “an act to repeal in part the 
act, entitled *‘an act providing more effectually to ascertain 
and determine the true value of rea! estates within this state, 
and for other purposes,” and further to amend the act for the 
assessment and collection of taxes” pa-sed April 13, 1819. 

ARCH’D. MINT YRE, Comptroller. 

Alben. May 27th, 1819 

{>> Persons who may have made payments into the treasu- 
ry for taxes, and omitted to have their receipts presented at the 
comptroller’s office to have them entered and countersigned as 
required by law, are-advised to present them in order to be so 
entered and countersigned before the day of sale; or that in 
case of failing to do so, their lands will be sold. and they there- 
after be deprived of the benefit of all such payments. 

Paymeuts for taxes cannot be received on the days of sale, 
nor for two days prior to the sale. 





0<-~ The above mentioned sale is postponed un- 
till Tuesday, the eighth day of February next, at 
ten o'clock in the forenoon. 

ARCH’p M‘INTYRE, Comptroller. 
Albany, October 2, 1819. 


(te Agreeably to an act of the legislature, 
| passed this day, the above sale is further post- 
poned until the first Tuesday of February, in the 
year 1821, to be then held at the same place 
and hour. ARCHp. M‘INTYRE, Comptr. 
Albany, February 4, 1820. © 











ALBANY : PRINTED FOR THE EDITOR, 


BY JOHN O. COLE. 


COMMUNICATIONS, SUBSCRIPTIONS, and AD- 





sels or under compressions. 


——_—_—_—_ 


A letter from Cincinnati, Ohio, states that 
a»out 300,000 barrels of flour and 50,000 barrels of pork, 
vould be shipped off from that place this spring, beside other 
articles of the produce of the country. 


ow 





VERTISEMENTS, for this paper, and. PRINT.NG JOBS, of 
every description, which willbe neatly executed, at fair prices, 
received atthe Post Office. All letters from abroad, directed to 
the Postmaster, Albany, will be duly attended te. 


TERMS. 
THREE DOLLARS PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE« 
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